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The Salvation Army (TSA) is a Protestant Christian church and an international charitable organisation
headquartered in London, England. It is aligned with the Wesleyan-Holiness movement. The organisation
reports a worldwide membership of over 1.7 million, consisting of soldiers, officers, and adherents who are
collectively known as salvationists. Its founders sought to bring salvation to the poor, destitute, and hungry
by meeting both their "physical and spiritual needs". It is present in 133 countries, running charity shops,
operating shelters for the homeless, and disaster relief and humanitarian aid to developing countries.

The theology of the Salvation Army derives from Methodism, although it differs in institution and practice;
an example is that the Salvation Army does not observe sacraments. As with other denominations in the
Holiness Methodist tradition, the Salvation Army lays emphasis on the New Birth (first work of grace) and
entire sanctification (second work of grace). A distinctive characteristic of the Salvation Army is its use of
titles derived from military ranks, such as "lieutenant" or "major". The Army's doctrine is aligned with the
Wesleyan–Arminian tradition, particularly the holiness movement. The Army's purposes are "the
advancement of the Christian religion... of education, the relief of poverty, and other charitable objects
beneficial to society or the community of mankind as a whole".

The Salvation Army was founded in 1865 as the "East London Christian Mission" in London by one-time
Methodist preacher William Booth and his wife Catherine. It can trace its origins to the Blind Beggar Tavern.
In 1878, Booth reorganised the mission, becoming its first general and introducing the military structure,
which it has retained as a matter of tradition. The Salvation Army's highest priority is its Christian principles.
As of 2023 the international leader and chief executive officer (CEO) of The Salvation Army is General
Lyndon Buckingham.

The Salvation Army is the largest non-government provider of social services in the United States and one of
the largest in the world, with expenditures including operating costs of US$3.6 billion in 2022, assisting more
than 32 million people in the U.S. alone. In addition to funding feeding centres, homeless shelters,
rehabilitation centres, community centres, and disaster relief, the organisation also establishes refugee camps,
especially among displaced people in Africa. In the United Kingdom, the Salvation Army is no longer the
largest non-governmental provider of social services; however, it still provides a significant service to people
in need. The Salvation Army is the sixth largest charity in the United States, with a total revenue of $4.78B in
2024 It is a member of many national interdenominational groups, including the American organisation
Christian Churches Together.
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Fldigi (short for Fast light digital) is a free and open-source program which allows an ordinary computer's
sound card to be used as a simple two-way data modem. The software is mostly used by amateur radio
operators who connect the microphone and headphone connections of an amateur radio SSB or FM
transceiver to the computer's headphone and microphone connections, respectively.



This interconnection creates a "sound card defined radio" whose available bandwidth is limited by the sound
card's sample rate and the external radio's bandwidth.

Such communications are normally done on the shortwave amateur radio bands in modes such as PSK31,
MFSK, RTTY, Olivia, and CW (Morse code). Increasingly, the software is also being used for data on VHF
and UHF frequencies using faster modes such as 8-PSK.

Using this software, it is possible for amateur radio operators to communicate worldwide while using only a
few watts of RF power.

Fldigi software is also used for amateur radio emergency communications when other communication
systems fail due to natural disaster or power outage. Transfer of files, emails, and FEMA ICS forms are
possible using inexpensive radio hardware.
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Baptism (from Koine Greek: ????????, romanized: váptisma, lit. 'immersion, dipping in water') is a Christian
sacrament of initiation almost invariably with the use of water. It may be performed by sprinkling or pouring
water on the head, or by immersing in water either partially or completely, traditionally three times, once for
each person of the Trinity. The synoptic gospels recount that John the Baptist baptized Jesus. Baptism is
considered a sacrament in most churches, and as an ordinance in others. Baptism according to the Trinitarian
formula, which is done in most mainstream Christian denominations, is seen as being a basis for Christian
ecumenism, the concept of unity amongst Christians. Baptism is also called christening, although some
reserve the word "christening" for the baptism of infants. In certain Christian denominations, such as the
Catholic Churches, Eastern Orthodox Churches, Oriental Orthodox Churches, Assyrian Church of the East,
and Lutheran Churches, baptism is the door to church membership, with candidates taking baptismal vows. It
has also given its name to the Baptist churches and denominations.

Certain schools of Christian thought (such as Catholic and Lutheran theology) regard baptism as necessary
for salvation (though not without exception), but some writers, such as Huldrych Zwingli (1484–1531), have
denied its necessity. Though water baptism is extremely common among Christian denominations, some,
such as Quakers and The Salvation Army, do not practice water baptism at all. Among denominations that
practice baptism, differences occur in the manner and mode of baptizing and in the understanding of the
significance of the rite. Most Christians baptize using the trinitarian formula "in the name of the Father, and
of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit" (following the Great Commission), but Oneness Pentecostals baptize
using Jesus' name only. The majority of Christians baptize infants; many others, such as Baptist Churches,
regard only believer's baptism as true baptism. In certain denominations, such as the Eastern and Oriental
Orthodox Churches, the individual being baptized receives a cross necklace that is worn for the rest of their
life, inspired by the Third Council of Constantinople.

Outside of Christianity, Mandaeans undergo repeated baptism for purification instead of initiation. They
consider John the Baptist to be their greatest prophet and name all rivers yardena after the Jordan River.

The term baptism has also been used metaphorically to refer to any ceremony, trial, or experience by which a
person is initiated, purified, or given a name. Martyrdom was identified early in Christian church history as
"baptism by blood", enabling the salvation of martyrs who had not been baptized by water. Later, the
Catholic Church identified a baptism of desire, by which those preparing for baptism who die before actually
receiving the sacrament are considered saved. In the Methodist tradition, Baptism with the Holy Spirit, has
referred to the second work of grace, entire sanctification; in Pentecostalism, the term Baptism with the Holy
Spirit is identified with speaking in tongues.
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In its vision of heresy, the Catholic Church makes a distinction between material and formal heresy. Material
heresy means in effect "holding erroneous doctrines through no fault of one's own" due to inculpable
ignorance and "is neither a crime nor a sin" since the individual has made the error in good faith. Formal
heresy is "the wilful and persistent adherence to an error in matters of faith" on the part of a baptised person.
As such it is a grave sin and involves ipso facto excommunication; a Catholic that embraces a formal heresy
is considered to have automatically separated his or her soul from the Catholic Church. Here "matters of
faith" means dogmas which have been proposed by the infallible magisterium of the Church and, in addition
to this intellectual error, "pertinacity in the will" in maintaining it in opposition to the teaching of the Church
must be present.

Heresy has been a concern in Christian communities at least since the writing of the Second Epistle of Peter:
"Even as there shall be false teachers among you, who privily shall bring in damnable heresies, even denying
the Lord that bought them" (2 Peter 2:1). In the first two or three centuries of the early Church, heresy and
schism were not clearly distinguished. A similar overlapping occurred in medieval scholasticism. Heresy is
understood today to mean the denial of revealed truth as taught by the Church. Nineteenth-century theologian
Friedrich Schleiermacher defined it as "that which preserved the appearance of Christianity, and yet
contradicted its essence". This article contains the movements and denominations which have been declared
as heresy by the Catholic Church.

The following listing contains those opinions which were either explicitly condemned by Chalcedonian
Christianity before 1054 or are of later origin but similar. Details of some modern opinions deemed to be
heretical by the Catholic Church are listed in an appendix. All lists are in alphabetical order.
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William Thomas Kinkade III (January 19, 1958 – April 6, 2012) was an American painter of popular
realistic, pastoral, and idyllic subjects. He is notable for achieving success during his lifetime with the mass
marketing of his work as printed reproductions and other licensed products by means of the Thomas Kinkade
Company. According to Kinkade's company, one in every twenty American homes owned a copy of one of
his paintings.

Kinkade described himself as a "Painter of Light", a phrase he protected by trademark.

Kinkade was criticized for some of his behavior and business practices; art critics faulted his work for being
"kitsch". Kinkade died as a result of acute intoxication from alcohol and the drug diazepam at the age of 54.
Reportedly, about 600 of his 6,000 unpublished works have been published posthumously. His unpublished
work "experiments with forms and styles and frequently depict[ed] the darkness that lurked inside of him. In
several images, dark brooding figures rendered in charcoal seem haunted".
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Hurricane Katrina was an extremely powerful, devastating and historic tropical cyclone that caused 1,392
fatalities and damages estimated at $125 billion in late August 2005, particularly in the city of New Orleans
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and its surrounding area. It is tied with Hurricane Harvey as being the costliest tropical cyclone in the
Atlantic basin. Katrina was the twelfth tropical cyclone, the fifth hurricane, and the third major hurricane of
the 2005 Atlantic hurricane season. It was also the fourth-most intense Atlantic hurricane to make landfall in
the contiguous United States, gauged by barometric pressure.

Katrina formed on August 23, 2005, with the merger of a tropical wave and the remnants of a tropical
depression. After briefly weakening to a tropical storm over south Florida, Katrina entered the Gulf of
Mexico on August 26 and rapidly intensified to a Category 5 hurricane before weakening to a Category 3 at
its landfall on August 29 near Buras-Triumph, Louisiana.

Eighty percent of New Orleans, as well as large areas in neighboring parishes, were flooded. It is estimated
that about 100,000 to 150,000 people remained in the City of New Orleans, despite mandatory evacuation
orders. This prompted a massive national and international response effort, including federal, local, and
private rescue operations. The largest loss of life was due to flooding caused by engineering flaws in the
federally built hurricane protection system, particularly the levees around New Orleans. Multiple
investigations concluded that the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, the organization tasked by Congress in the
Flood Control Act of 1965 to design and build the region's hurricane protection, was responsible for the
breached floodwalls. Later, a federal appeals court ruled that the Army Corps, despite being responsible,
could not be held financially liable due to the Flood Control Act of 1928.

The emergency response from federal, state, and local governments was widely criticized, leading to the
resignation of Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) director Michael D. Brown and New
Orleans Police Department (NOPD) superintendent Eddie Compass. Many other government officials faced
criticism for their responses, especially New Orleans mayor Ray Nagin, Louisiana governor Kathleen
Blanco, and President George W. Bush. However, several agencies, such as the United States Coast Guard
(USCG), National Hurricane Center (NHC), and National Weather Service (NWS), were commended for
their actions, with the NHC being particularly praised for its accurate forecasts well in advance.

The destruction and loss of life caused by the storm prompted the name Katrina to be retired by the World
Meteorological Organization in April 2006. On January 4, 2023, the NHC updated the Katrina fatality data
based on a 2014 report, which reduced the total number from an estimated 1,833 to 1,392.
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Gideons International is an evangelical Christian association for men founded in 1899 in Janesville,
Wisconsin, whose primary activity is distributing free copies of the Bible worldwide. It distributes complete
Bibles or portions thereof in over 100 languages, most widely known in lodging rooms, in addition to
medical facilities, schools, military bases, as well as jails and prisons. The association takes its name from the
Biblical figure Gideon depicted in Judges 6.

In 1908, the Gideons began distributing free Bibles. The first Bibles were placed in rooms of the Superior
Hotel in Superior, Montana. Members of The Gideons International currently average distribution of over 70
million Bibles annually. On average, more than two copies of the Bible are distributed per second through
Gideons International. As of April 2015, Gideons International has distributed over 2.5 billion Bibles.

The headquarters of Gideons International is in Nashville, Tennessee.

Methodism
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Methodism, also called the Methodist movement, is a Protestant Christian tradition whose origins, doctrine
and practice derive from the life and teachings of John Wesley. George Whitefield and John's brother Charles
Wesley were also significant early leaders in the movement. They were named Methodists for "the
methodical way in which they carried out their Christian faith". Methodism originated as a revival movement
within Anglicanism with roots in the Church of England in the 18th century and became a separate
denomination after Wesley's death. The movement spread throughout the British Empire, the United States
and beyond because of vigorous missionary work, and today has about 80 million adherents worldwide. Most
Methodist denominations are members of the World Methodist Council.

Wesleyan theology, which is upheld by the Methodist denominations, focuses on sanctification and the
transforming effect of faith on the character of a Christian, exemplified by living a victorious life over sin.
Unique to Wesleyan Methodism is its definition of sin: a "voluntary transgression of a known law of God."
Distinguishing doctrines include the new birth, assurance, imparted righteousness, and obedience to God
manifested in performing works of piety. John Wesley held that entire sanctification was "the grand
depositum", or foundational doctrine, of the Methodist faith, and its propagation was the reason God brought
Methodists into existence. Scripture is considered the primary authority, but Methodists also look to
Christian tradition, including the historic creeds. Most Methodists teach that Jesus Christ, the Son of God,
died for all of humanity and that salvation is achievable for all. This is the Arminian doctrine, as opposed to
the Calvinist position that God has predestined the salvation of a select group of people. However, Whitefield
and several other early leaders of the movement were considered Calvinistic Methodists and held to the
Calvinist position.

The movement has a wide variety of forms of worship, ranging from high church to low church in liturgical
usage, in addition to tent revivals and camp meetings held at certain times of the year. Denominations that
descend from the British Methodist tradition are generally less ritualistic, while worship in American
Methodism varies depending on the Methodist denomination and congregation. Methodist worship
distinctiveness includes the observance of the quarterly lovefeast, the watchnight service on New Year's Eve,
as well as altar calls in which people are invited to experience the new birth and entire sanctification. Its
emphasis on growing in grace after the new birth (and after being entirely sanctified) led to the creation of
class meetings for encouragement in the Christian life. Methodism is known for its rich musical tradition, and
Charles Wesley was instrumental in writing much of the hymnody of Methodism.

In addition to evangelism, Methodism is known for its charity, as well as support for the sick, the poor, and
the afflicted through works of mercy that "flow from the love of God and neighbor" evidenced in the entirely
sanctified believer. These ideals, the Social Gospel, are put into practice by the establishment of hospitals,
orphanages, soup kitchens, and schools to follow Christ's command to spread the gospel and serve all people.
Methodists are historically known for their adherence to the doctrine of nonconformity to the world, reflected
by their traditional standards of a commitment to sobriety, prohibition of gambling, regular attendance at
class meetings, and weekly observance of the Friday fast.

Early Methodists were drawn from all levels of society, including the aristocracy, but the Methodist
preachers took the message to social outcasts such as criminals. In Britain, the Methodist Church had a major
effect in the early decades of the developing working class (1760–1820). In the United States, it became the
religion of many slaves, who later formed black churches in the Methodist tradition.

Conditional preservation of the saints
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The conditional preservation of the saints, or conditional perseverance of the saints, or commonly conditional
security, is the Arminian Christian belief that believers are kept safe by God in their saving relationship with
him upon the condition of a persevering faith in Christ. Arminians find the Scriptures describing both the
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initial act of faith in Christ, "whereby the relationship is effected", and the persevering faith in him "whereby
the relationship is sustained." The relationship of "the believer to Christ is never a static relationship existing
as the irrevocable consequence of a past decision, act, or experience." Rather, it is a living union "proceeding
upon a living faith in a living Savior." This living union is captured in the simple command by Christ,
"Remain in me, and I in you" (John 15:4).

According to Arminians, biblical saving faith expresses itself in love and obedience to God (Galatians 5:6;
Hebrews 5:8–9). In the Remonstrant Confession of 1621, the first Remonstrants affirmed that true or living
faith operates through love, and that God chooses to give salvation and eternal life through his Son, "and to
finally glorify all those and only those truly believing in his name, or obeying his gospel, and persevering in
faith and obedience until death".

Arminians believe that "It is abundantly evident from the Scriptures that the believer is secure." Furthermore,
believers have assurance in knowing there is no external power or circumstance that can separate them from
the love of God they enjoy in union with Christ (Romans 8:35–39; John 10:27–29). Nevertheless, Arminians
see numerous warnings in Scripture directed to genuine believers about the possibility of falling away in
unbelief and thereby becoming severed from their saving union with God through Christ. Arminians hold
that if a believer becomes an unbeliever (commits apostasy), they necessarily cease to partake of the
promises of salvation and eternal life made to believers who continue in faith and remain united to Christ.

Therefore, Arminians seek to follow the biblical writers in warning believers about the real dangers of
committing apostasy. A sure and Biblical way to avoid apostasy is to admonish believers to mature
spiritually in their relationship with God in union with Christ and through the power of the Spirit. Maturity
takes place as Christ-followers keep on meeting with fellow believers for mutual encouragement and
strength; exhorting each to love God and others; to continue growing in the grace and knowledge of their
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ; and to persevere in faith in prayerful dependence upon God through various
trials and temptations.

Barry Seal
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Adler Berriman "Barry" Seal (July 16, 1939 – February 19, 1986) was an American commercial airline pilot
who became a major drug smuggler for the Medellín Cartel. When Seal was convicted of smuggling charges,
he became an informant for the Drug Enforcement Administration and testified in several major drug trials.
He was murdered on February 19, 1986, by contract killers hired by the cartel.
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